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On Nov. 16, ballot counting after municipal elections on Tuesday, indicated that leftists were ahead
by a wide margin in Brazil's major cities. Political analysts attributed the leftists' popularity to
the widespread discontent with economic conditions, and thus, the government of President Jose
Sarney and the dominant Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) which controls the national
congress and most state governorships. Full results of the voting Tuesday in 4,307 municipalities
may not be known for a week, but preliminary returns showed that two non-marxist parties, the
Workers' Party (PT) and the Democratic Labor Party (PDT), had advanced more than at any time
since civilian rule was reestablished in March 1985. According to AP and the New York Times,
the "biggest surprise" came in Sao Paulo, where PT nominee Luiza Erundina, a 53-year-old social
worker, was elected mayor. She pulled ahead of the rightist candidate, Paulo Maluf, in the closing
days of the campaign. Some local commentators attributed Erundina's last-minute surge to the
strong anti-government reaction last week after army units killed at least three workers in an
operation to evict strikers occupying a government-owned steel complex at Volta Redonda near
Rio de Janeiro. Sarney claimed the attack was needed to "protect democracy from agitators." The
PT also won the mayoralities in two other state capitals, Porto Alegre (Rio Grande do Sul) and
Vitoria (Espirito Santo). The PDT's candidate, lawyer Marcello Alencar, 63, won the election in
Rio de Janeiro, the country's second-largest city, and in Curitiba, capital of Parana state. Next, the
center-left Brazilian Social Democratic Party, which recently broke with the PMDB, won in Belo
Horizonte, Brazil's third most important city. In contrast, the PMDB and rightist parties fared best
in the northeastern states, considered traditional conservative strongholds. In Recife, capital of
Pernambuco state, the candidate of the center-right Liberal Front party won easily. (Basic data from
AP, 11/16/88; New York Times, 11/17/88)
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